Book Review Format


A book review is a five paragraph essay about your opinion of a book and three reasons you liked or disliked the book. Your book review should have a strong thesis statement. A thesis statement is the topic sentence for the entire essay; you state whether you liked or disliked the book. An essay begins with an introductory paragraph. The three body paragraphs discuss the three separate reasons you liked or disliked the book in three separate paragraphs. An essay ends with a conclusion paragraph. You must have at least five paragraphs that are a least five sentences long to write a fully developed essay.

The first paragraph of an essay is called the introduction. The introduction contains critical information such as the following: 

1) thesis statement 2) three reasons you liked or hated the book in three separate sentences 3) author and title of the book *** title of the book should be underlined 4) a one or two sentences telling what the book is about 5) a conclusion sentence that restates the thesis statement. The introduction may also include a quote from the book or background information about the author, book, or series that the book is in. Using a quote or background information is a great way to start the introduction.

The middle three paragraphs of the review are called the body. It is in the body that you prove to the reader that the book is either good or bad. Each body paragraph should discuss a separate reason. Body paragraphs include specific examples and details. Quotes from the book show the reader exactly what you are talking about. Be sure to include a sentence that explains what point the quote is supposed to prove. Each body paragraph should begin with a topic sentence and end with a conclusion sentence. 

The conclusion paragraph restates all the information in the introduction. The conclusion paragraph does not have to contain a quote or background information. Make sure the conclusion paragraph has a topic sentence that restates the thesis statement and three reasons stated in three separate sentences. End the conclusion paragraph with a conclusion sentence.

